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“Historic Village: 17th Avenue West, Tauranga. 

P. O. 841 Tauranga 3144 
Phone: 577-1912 Email:  email@taurangaseniornet.co.nz 

Website: www.taurangaseniornet.co.nz  
 
 

 
 
Welcome everyone to your first newsletter from SeniorNet for 2022.  Hope you've had a good summer and been 
catching up with family and friends. 
 
We were so lucky in being able to offer classes last year as so many other SeniorNets were closed by their landlords. 
Present Government protocols apply to our rooms, further information later in newsletter. Please note the 
following  
 

 Term 1 for 2022 starts on Tuesday, 8th February. 

 Introducing our new Secretary, Ngaire Foote, who has taken over from Dot Old.  There is a lot for Ngaire to 
learn to be ready for the start of the year, so we ask if you have any queries to email them rather than 
phoning for now. 

 We have a few new courses for this term and others in the pipeline. 

 Check out the Timetable which is included with this newsletter. 

 Our first Registration/Open day is Tuesday, 25th January from 10.00 am till 2.00 pm. Some classes always 
fill up fast so you will need to come on down to our rooms, register and pay for the class as well as your 
subscription for this year to be sure of a place (Eftpos is available). 

mailto:email@taurangaseniornet.co.nz
http://www.taurangaseniornet.co.nz/
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 There seems to be a lot of upgraded devices, especially phones, recently. We now have a 3 week course to 
help with mastering the changes or a refresher if you feel you need some extra help. These are on a Tuesday 
at 11.30 am. 

 I am sure that over the holiday period you may have taken lots of photos of places you have visited or family 
get togethers. What to do with all those photos now?  Pete showed us how to create photo books. John 
and Pamela have a completely new course for working with photos on your computer. An extra information 
session is on Monday, 24th January 10.00 am to 12 noon. Check out a recent advert sent out by email that 
has details of this workshop plus a small item below. 

 Last November we ran three free sessions helping many people with getting their Covid passes accessible 
on their phones or in a printed form. If government should require these to be upgraded in the future, we 
will offer this service again.  

 We are all volunteers and always welcome more people on board as Coaches, learning buddies or as part 
of the Committee. Just ask us about being a helper.  We all started as newbies a while ago and we keep 
learning as new programmes or phones become available.  

 A word regarding our Sponsors. Presentation of your registration name badge is all that's needed when 
making a purchase. This will show the current 2022 membership sticker when you have paid your 
subscription.  
1. Suzuki will pay your on-road costs if you buy a new vehicle  
2. Noel Leeming offer discounts on just about everything from all big or small appliances such as that 

Airfrier you have had your eye on, even to ink for the printer.  Make sure your purchase is credited to 
us as we get a rebate on sales. I know this is often the same as Gold card but we always welcome a 
rebate. 

3. AMI insurance will pay your subscription fee, just let us know if you are a customer of theirs. 
 
Here's hoping for a great year of learning and meeting new people. 
 
Regards, 
Jocelyn Hosie  
Chairperson  

 

Covid 19 Regulations 
 

In order to keep all our members safe a decision has been made that only those who are fully vaccinated may 
enter our premises.  We would ask that you either scan or manually sign in every time you visit.  We do not 
mandate the wearing of masks but if you feel more comfortable in 
wearing a mask please do so.   
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
Your Management Committee 
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 Open Information and 

Registration Day for Term One 

Tuesday, 25th January, 2022 

10.00 am – 2.00 pm 

Check out the Timetable below 

and if there is a class that 

 you might find enjoyable,  

come and enrol  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
We would like to welcome all students who joined our club 
since October 2021.  We trust that you enjoyed learning about your devices and meeting new 
people at our Club Days.  We look forward to meeting you all again as well as other members 
who have been with us for longer.  
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USE THE INTERNET TO CREATE PHOTOBOOKS 

Course Objectives  

1. Show how to plan and prepare for the creation 

of a Photobook. 

2. To demonstrate the use of online internet 

services to produce Photobooks that display 

your own digital or digitised photos in a way that 

that is permanent, convenient, and enjoyable. 

3. At the completion of the class, have a book well 

on the way to completion. 

 

 

This course is for members who are competent using their laptops for file management, snipping, photo cropping 

etc. We use online software to create your book. You need to choose a theme for your book, perhaps, “our 2022 

holiday”. We start with 60 of your selected photos. If you want to discuss anything about this course, ring Peter 

Bethell on 0274453068 

 
 

 
AMAZON ECHO SHOW 5 

 
I bought a couple of these from Noel Leeming recently $69.00 each on special. They are normally $139.00. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 5 - 
January, 2022 Tauranga SeniorNet Newsletter 

AMAZON DOT 

 
I also have a couple of Smart plugs into which you can plug appliances, standard lamp etc for remote control. 
The Dot and Echo Show5 all link to one another and can be controlled by voice or by an App on a mobile phone. 
With the phone you are able to control home devices anywhere and at any time via the internet and these devices. 
The App also allows timing settings and other features that can be used for home security or convenience. 
So, going back to the Echo Show5, this is a list of some features that may interest you. 
 

 Touch and or voice commands (Excellent for visually impaired 
people) 

 Ideal bedside companion with all the clock functions 
including alarms, and various tones to tenderly wake you. 

 Internet connected 

 Search function 

 Voice command radio selection 

 YouTube video and others 

 Voice actioned queries 

 Your photo displays 

 Voice operated home automation. An example, I can leave our lounge, get into bed, and ask Echo Show to 
turn off the standard lamp that I left on in the lounge. That’s pretty cool!  

 Video call between rooms or other family members anywhere else who have the same device. 

 Take appointments and add them to your Google Calendar 

 Assemble a shopping list that appears in your smart phone App 

 All done by voice command. 
And so on and on. 
All in all, a very cool, helpful device that given the opportunity could make your life better. 
 

Peter Bethell 
 

New Picture Editing Classes for Term 1 
There are two new classes John Whalley and myself will be running in Term One. A 3-week class on Thursday 
morning for Photo Editing using Fotor and a 1-week class using Fotor Colour Splash. These Apps are only available 
from the Microsoft Store. The Fotor Apps are very easy to use.  Fotor Colour Splash is a bit unusual in that you 
can create a black and white image with just some colour accentuated.  Here is an example :- 

Pamela 
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WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED BROADBAND INTERNET SYSTEM 

 
Here is an article on 'Starlink' which caught the attention of Mike Spearman, our iPad and iPhone Guru recently. 
 
Starlink is a satellite internet constellation being constructed by Elon Musk’s SpaceX providing satellite Internet 
access. The constellation will consist of thousands of mass-produced small satellites in low Earth orbit, which 
communicate with designated ground transceivers. See below for some of the information from their 
website.    They also have a YouTube clip to show how easy it was to setup in remote Canada --- FYI Pikangikum 
First Nation is located on Pikangikum Lake. It is North West and approximately 3 and a half hours by plane from 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
FSET - SpaceX Starlink Installation in Pikangikum - YouTube  
 
How much will Starlink cost? 
It is expensive when compared with our fibre network but if you live remotely with nothing or maybe "dial up " 
access then it would be worth considering. Starlink’s indicative pricing at launch is for a single $159 a month plan 
with no stated data caps. 
 
However, that’s not all you’ll pay as the receiver equipment also carries a $799 fee, plus $114 for shipping. It’s 
worth noting that Starlink is taking pre-orders now for that mid-to-late-2021 early 2022 availability window, but 
you only have to pay $159 upfront if you are selected as a Starlink customer. 
 
Here is a link for NZ information.   Starlink New Zealand: Pricing, launch dates & the competition | Finder NZ 

 
Some Information from SpaceX Website 
Starlink internet works by sending information through the vacuum of space, where it travels much faster than in 
fibre-optic cable and can reach far more people and places.  While most satellite internet services today come from 
single geostationary satellites that orbit the planet at about 35,000kms, Starlink is a constellation of multiple 
satellites that orbit the planet much closer to Earth, at about 550km, and cover the entire globe. 
 
Because Starlink satellites are in a low orbit, the round –trip data time between the user and the satellite – also 
known as latency – is much lower than with satellites in geostationary orbit.  This enables Starlink to deliver services 
like online gaming that are usually not possible on other satellite broadband systems. 
 
Starlink is ideally suited for areas where connectivity has been unreliable or completely unavailable.  People across 
the globe are using Starlink to gain access to education, health services and even communications support during 
natural disasters. 
 

Mike Spearmen 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I10s9VsNnH0
https://www.finder.com/nz/starlink
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BICYCLE GADGETS 
 
Have you noticed how many people are riding Bicycles around town.  If you look closer the majority of them are 
e-bikes and more often than not ridden by senior members of the community.  We could venture to say that 
many of our members own an e-bike now (your Editor does).  So here are some rather exciting Gadgets that 
might be of interest to you. 
 

High-Tech Cycling Gloves by Zackees– These gloves have an arrow-shaped 

LED light sewn into each glove.  There is a metal button placed on the outside of 
your index finger, so that you can easily press it with your thumb and signal which 
way you are turning.  The gloves are fitted with batteries and can be purchased from 
Amazon.  
 

 

 

Fancy Bike Coffee Cup Holder – now here is a must for every Coffee 

lover.  It is designed to fit 22.2mm diameter handlebars and is capable of 
holding a 12-16 ounce cup with tapered body and sealed lid. Go to 
www.publicbikes.com for purchase details.  

 

 
 
 
Leather Bike Beverage Holder - An ideal gift for the 

biking aficionado in your life, the six-pack cinch hangs 
straight from the frame and comes in four beautiful colors 
to match any style and finish. Imagine your favourite drink 
be it a beer or other small soft drinks.  Check out 
www.etsy.com for more information of this product.  The 
full name is – Bike Beer Holder – The 6”-Pack Frame Cinch” 
– Leather  

 

 

 
Trolley Tote Folding Basket – Make grocery shopping a breeze with 

this folding basket with telescopic handle and wheels for use at the shops.  
Available to purchase through Amazon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publicbikes.com/
http://www.etsy.com/
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The above ideas were obtained by visiting Google (where else) and searching for Bicycle Gadgets.  Please note 
that your Editor has not purchased these so cannot guarantee any of them.  Please do your own research if you 
think you might be interested. 
 

Pamela 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wise words from the young.   
 

RETARDED GRANDPARENTS - (this was actually reported by a teacher) 
 
After Christmas, a teacher asked her young pupils how they spent their holiday away from school. One child 
wrote the following: 
 
We always used to spend the holidays with Grandma and Grandpa. 

 They used to live in a big brick house but Grandpa got retarded and they moved to Batemans Bay 
where everyone lives in nice little houses, and so they don't have to mow the grass anymore! 

 They ride around on their bicycles and scooters and wear name tags because they don't know who they 
are anymore. 

 They go to a building called a wreck centre, but they must have got it fixed because it is all okay now. 
They do exercises there, but they don't do them very well. 

 There is a swimming pool too, but they all jump up and down in it with hats on. 
 At their gate, there is a doll house with a little old man sitting in it. He watches all day so nobody can 

escape. Sometimes they sneak out, and go cruising in their golf carts! 
 Nobody there cooks, they just eat out. And, they eat the same thing every night --- early birds. 
 Some of the people can't get out past the man in the doll house. The ones who do get out, bring food 

back to the wrecked centre for pot luck.  
My Grandma says that Grandpa worked all his life to earn his retardment and says I should work hard so I can 
be retarded someday too. When I earn my retardment, I want to be the man in the doll house. Then I will let 
people out, so they can visit their grandchildren. 
 
PRICELESS!  Remember to send this to all your "retarded grandparent" friends and give them a laugh too! 
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Last year we celebrated 25 Years of teaching Seniors how to get up to speed with Technology in 
all its forms.  Here is a wee reminder of some of the photos taken by Dot of the celebration.  We 
were very honoured to one of our original members, Isabel Weenink, at our special afternoon : 

 

 
 

OUR SUPPORTERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note:  Go to the SeniorNet website and click on the logo of the company to see what special offers are available:-  
https://seniornet.co.nz/supporters/ 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pamela Davison-Howie 
Email:    pdhowie33@yahoo.co.nz  
 

https://seniornet.co.nz/supporters/
mailto:pdhowie33@yahoo.co.nz
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Monday Time Dates Duration Fee Notes
How to use your Smart TV 9:00 - 11:00 14 Feb to 21 Feb 2 weeks $20

Genealogy 1.00 to 3.00 14 Feb to 7 Mar 4 weeks $40

Tuesday Time Dates Duration Fee Notes
Intro to Android Smartphones 9:00 - 11:00 8 Feb to 8 Mar 5 weeks $50  

Intro to Android Smartphones 9:00 - 11:00 15 Mar to 12 Apr 5 weeks $50  

Refresher for Android Users 11:30 - 1:30 8 Feb to 22 Feb 3 weeks $30

Refresher for Android Users 11:30 - 1:30 15 Mar to 29 Mar 3 weeks $30

Computer Skills 2.00 - 4.00 8 Feb to 8 Mar 5 weeks $50 A 

Wednesday Time Dates Duration Fee Notes
Introduction to the iPad 9:00 - 11:00 9 Feb to 2 Mar 4 weeks $40

Email for iPad 9:00 - 11:00 9 Mar to 16 Mar 2 weeks $20

Internet for iPad 9.00 - 11.00 23 Mar to 30 Mar 2 weeks $20

Intro to the iPhone 11:30 - 1:30 9 Feb to 2 Mar 4 weeks $40

Computer Skills 2.00 - 4.00 16 Mar to 13 Apr 5 weeks $50 A 

Thursday Time Dates Duration Fee Notes
Pic Editing with Fotor App 10:00 - 12:00 10 Feb to 3 Mar 4 weeks $40 B *

Internet Banking workshop 10:00 - 12:00 10-Mar 1 week $5 C

Pic Editing/Colour Splash App 10:00 - 12:00 17-Mar 1 week $10 B

File Management 10:00 - 12:00 24 Mar to 7 Apr 3 weeks $30 B

Internet Banking workshop 10:00 - 12:00 14-Apr 1 week $5 C

Friday Time Dates Duration Fee Notes
Creating Photo Book 1:00 - 3:00 11 Feb to 25 Feb 3 weeks $30

Bank Details:   Westpac Bank A/c: 03-1548-0002612-000 - Membership $25.  
Particulars: Your Name  Code:  Subs and/or Fees  Reference:  Course Name

*  Workshop for Fotor App scheduled for Monday 24th January 2022   10 am to 12 noon

Registration Day Tuesday 25th January 2022
5-Dec-21

No enrolment required.  Cost is $5, payable on arrival.  All members welcome.

Note A:   For the "Skills" courses your computer must have Microsoft Word 2007 or newer.
Note B:   This course is for students with Microsoft Devices

Note C:   Students will be  using our classroom desktop computers 

The topic for each Club Day on 4th Friday of month will be advertised to members by email.

Note for  all classes:  Students with Laptops, Tablets (iPad, Android & Windows) and

                 smartphones must bring them to lessons with batteries fully charged.

Tauranga SeniorNet Club Inc
Phone 577-1912        Email:   email@taurangaseniornet.co.nz

Term One 2022, Tuesday 8 February to Thursday 14 April

Timetable & Course Fees

PO Box 841, Tauranga.     "Historic Village", 17th Avenue West, 3144
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If any member has come across an interesting website or new gadget I would be very pleased to 
receive a link to it.  It is quite a task collating a Newsletter and any input is very much appreciated. 
Thanks a lot. 

 


